Mathematical Physics, Theoretical Physics (Chairmen: G. Armellini, P. Burgatti, E. Fermi, T. Levi-Civita, C. Somigliana). SECTION On Sunday evening, September 2, the Italian Mathematical Society held a reception for the delegates in the hall of the Bologna Circolo di Cultura. On Monday morning, September 3, the inaugural meeting was held in the assembly hall of the Archizinnesio in the presence of H. R. H., the Duke of Bergamo; the speakers were: Mayor Arpinati of Bologna, Senator Albini, rector of the University, Professor Pincherle, Professor Birkhoff, representative of all the foreign mathe-maticians, and S. E. Belluzzo, minister of Public Instruction. The last speaker formally opened the congress.
The proceedings of the congress began on the afternoon of the same day and all meetings were held in the halls of the Royal University (Via Zamboni). At the first session a general assembly was held for the nomination of the president and vice-presidents; the following nominations were made by acclamation: Professor S. Pincherle for president of the congress, and for vice-presidents The number of sectional papers, all of which were pre-sented in the afternoons, reached the remarkable total of almost four hundred. A reception by the Mayor, a reception by the National Government, an orchestral concert of historical Italian music, and a banquet by the program committee of the congress occupied the evenings.
September 7 was devoted to a tour of the cities of Ravenna and Ferrara, and Lake Ledro.
Monday morning, September 10, the last day of the congress, the delegates departed for Florence, where, in the Palazzo Vecchio, Professor Birkhoff spoke on Quelques éléments mathématiques de Var t. The final session of the congress was also held here, and it was decided, completing the discussion of the preceding day, that the congress of 1932 should be held in Switzerland.
During the seven day visit of the delegates at Bologna and the closing day of the congress at Florence, everything proceeded in perfect order, and the best of relations existed between the delegates of different nationalities. To the scientific interest, determined by the interchange of ideas, of methods and of results on the most modern tendencies of mathematics, one must add the result, politically important, of bringing the international congress of mathematicians to the universality of the pre-war period.
